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The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) is a
major public landholder in Chicago. The MWRD is committed to protect
ecological health of the local soil and water environment. The MWRD has
recently embarked upon a program to gradually convert approximately 200 acres
of its turf grass landscape into native prairie landscape to enhance biodiversity
and to provide habitat to the wildlife. To improve the ecological health of local
waterways, the MWRD is installing rain gardens and permeable parking lots. The
MWRD has established demonstration sites at its water reclamation plants to
enhance public awareness, appreciation, and understanding of the regional
biodiversity and stormwater management initiatives. The results from extensive
biological and chemical monitoring of waterways accepting the District waters will
also be presented.
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